《Scofield Reference Notes – Jonah》(C.I. Scofield)
Commentator

The first Scofield Study Bible, published in 1909 and revised in 1917, is one of the most influential theological works of the early 20th century.

Edited by Cyrus Ingerson Scofield, the Scofield Reference Bible was published by the Oxford University Press and became known to many as a handbook of fundamental theology.

The Scofield Reference Bible contains very brief commentary, often consisting of no more than a few sentences and several cross-references. The brevity of the notes allowed Scofield's commentary to be included in the margins and footnotes in study Bibles, which countless Christians use as their primary study Bible.

"The Bible, incomparably the most widely circulated of books, at once provokes and baffles study. Even the non-believer in its authority rightly feels that it is unintelligent to remain in almost total ignorance of the most famous and ancient of books. And yet most, even of sincere believers, soon retire from any serious effort to master the content of the sacred writings. The reason is not far to seek. It is found in the fact that no particular portion of Scripture is to be intelligently comprehended apart from some conception of its place in the whole. For the Bible story and message is like a picture wrought out in mosaics: each book, chapter, verse, and even word forms a necessary part, and has its own appointed place. It is, therefore, indispensable to any interesting and fruitful study of the Bible that a general knowledge of it be gained."
- From the Introduction 

A modern version of the Reference Notes (called the New Scofield Reference Bible) exists, but is a 1967 revision bearing no real relation to C. I. Scofield.

Introduction

Read first chapter of Jonah 

The historical character of the man Jonah is vouched for by Jesus Christ Matthew 12:39-41 as also that his preservation in the great fish was a "sign" or type of the Lord's own entombment and resurrection. Both are miraculous and both are equally credible. 2 Kings 14:25 records the fulfilment of a prophecy by Jonah. The man himself was a bigoted Jew, unwilling to testify to a Gentile city, and angry that God had spared it. Typically he foreshadows the nation of Israel out of its own land; a trouble to the Gentiles, yet witnessing to them; cast out by them, but miraculously preserved; in their future deepest distress calling upon Jehovah-Saviour, and finding deliverance, and then becoming missionaries to the Gentiles. Zechariah 8:7-23 . 

He typifies Christ as the Sent One, raised from the dead, and carrying salvation to the Gentiles. The chapter divisions indicate the analysis of Jonah. 

01 Chapter 1 
1:1  Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 

SCOFIELD REFERENCE NOTES (Old Scofield 1917 Edition) 

Book Introduction 

The Book of Jonah 

The historical character of the man Jonah is vouched for by Jesus Christ Matthew 12:39-41 as also that his preservation in the great fish was a "sign" or type of the Lord's own entombment and resurrection. Both are miraculous and both are equally credible. 2 Kings 14:25 records the fulfilment of a prophecy by Jonah. The man himself was a bigoted Jew, unwilling to testify to a Gentile city, and angry that God had spared it. Typically he foreshadows the nation of Israel out of its own land; a trouble to the Gentiles, yet witnessing to them; cast out by them, but miraculously preserved; in their future deepest distress calling upon Jehovah-Saviour, and finding deliverance, and then becoming missionaries to the Gentiles. Zechariah 8:7-23 . 

He typifies Christ as the Sent One, raised from the dead, and carrying salvation to the Gentiles. The chapter divisions indicate the analysis of Jonah. 

1:2  Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me. 

Nineveh 

(See Scofield "Nahum 1:1") 

1:9  And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea and the dry land. 

fear 

(See Scofield "Psalms 19:9") 

1:16  Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the LORD, and made vows. 

feared 

(See Scofield "Psalms 19:9") . 

1:17  Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 

great fish 

No miracle of Scripture has called forth so much unbelief. The issue is not between the doubter and this ancient record, but between the doubter and the Lord Jesus Christ. Matthew 12:39 Matthew 12:40 . Science, "falsely so called" 1 Timothy 6:20 failing to take account of the fact that it deals only with the outward phenomena of a fallen race, and of an earth under a curse Genesis 3:17-19 is intolerant of miracles. To faith, and to true science, miracle is what might be expected of divine love, interposing God in a physically and morally disordered universe. Romans 8:19-23 . 

prepared 

Four prepared things. Jonah 4:6 Jonah 4:7 Jonah 4:8 

02 Chapter 2 
2:2  And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice. 

hell 

Heb. "Sheol," (See Scofield "Habakkuk 2:5") 

03 Chapter 3 
3:2  Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. 

Nineveh 

(See Scofield "Nahum 1:1") 

3:9  Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not? 

repent 

(See Scofield "Zechariah 8:14") 

3:10  And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not. 

repented 

(See Scofield "Zechariah 8:14") 

04 Chapter 4 
4:6  And the LORD God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd. 

prepared 

Four prepared things. Jonah 1:17 ; Jonah 4:6 Jonah 4:7 Jonah 4:8 

4:8  And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for me to die than to live. 

fainted 

Cf. 1 Kings 19:4-8 . Taken as a lesson in service we have in Jonah a servant, 

(1) disobedient, 1:1-11 ; 

(2) afflicted, 1:12-17 ; 

(3) praying 2:1-9 ; 

(4) delivered, 2:10 ; 

(5) recommissioned, 3:1-3 ; 

(6) powerful, 3:4-9 ; 

(7) perplexed and fainting but not forsaken, 4:1-11 . 

4:11  And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle? 

Marg 

Nineveh (See Scofield "Nahum 1:1") 

